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Competition Details 
 

On March 9, 2019, the University of Manitoba Geotechnical Student Group hosted the 2019 Midwest 
Regional GeoWall Competition. This was the first year that a Canadian University hosted the competition. 
The objective of the GeoWall competition was to design and build a small-scale mechanically stabilized 
earth (MSE) retaining wall to sustain a prescribed load using minimal paper reinforcement taped to a 
poster board wall facing. On the day of the competition, teams were required to construct their wall, fill 
their box with backfill, and load test their wall. Practicing engineers in the local geotechnical community 
judged the competition. 
 
Five teams consisting of undergraduate and graduate students participated in the competition – the 
hosting team and four from Universities across the American Midwest. It was a tight competition and in 
the end, the North Dakota State University team was crowned the champion! 
 
For more information on the 2019 GeoWall Competition, you may contact the event organizers Dylan 
Stafford (umstaffd@myumanitoba.ca) or Earl De Guzman (deguzmem@myumanitoba.ca).  
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