GERT Flood Fighting Heroes ...

was a beautiful day in early April; a day of white beauty. The

ground was covered with snow, so pure and clear, the day afier

the blizzard of the century. It was now time to prepare for the
FLOOD of the century.

Rob Kenyon (Civil Eng. 1976, Ph.D. 1994), stood in front of a
house on Turnbull Drive in wonder. This one and a half storey house was
surrounded with snow, almost to the rooftop, marked with an occasional
bright florescent stake. His mission: to save this house. His tools: people,
clay and more clay. The City of Winnipeg ordered that dykes surrounding
river property must be built up to the upper decile probability of the
projected flood levels; according to the calculations, that is up to the
eavestrough. Pessimistic, you
might say. After all, this house did
not even get wet last year. As it
turns out, the massive clay dyke had
been raised twice to prevent the
destruction of the home. This was
the beginning of the enormous fight
against the FLOOD '97,

The flood had yet to hit
Winnipeg. The city had declared a
shortage of sandbags, so clay dykes
were built as an alternative. The
City of Winnipeg, realizing the
responsibility it had to build and
maintain these dykes, contracted
two major engineering companies,
KGS Group and UMA Engineering
Ltd. to provide engineering services.

At the end of the dyke-
building stage, a problem arose: the
maintenance of these temporary
“big” clay dykes. In response, the
City of Winnipeg formed a group
called the Geotechnical Emergency
Response Team (GERT).

GERT consisted of City of
Winnipeg engineers, consulting

Kenyon. Similar memories echoed throughout the city and r
communities such as Grande Pointe and St. Agathe.

In the other parts of the city, volunteers left their desk jobs to
with the crisis. At one point, everyone helped with the dyke maintena
from the Boy Scouts, to the military, even the elderly. With help 1
various professionals such as GERT, these inexperienced individuals
transformed into a flood fighting machine.

“We have to be thankful that the city took a worst-case scer
about the water level or we never would have made it”, added Ken
The volunteers made a critical difference.

engineers from across Winnipeg, as The Geotechnical Emergency Response Team (GERT)

well as several retired engineers

from Manitoba Water Resources. The team of 20-30 geotechnical and
civil engineers, monitored and repaired dykes surrounding the city and
private homes along the river, “The additional retired staff were invaluable
in their contribution due to their experiences from the ‘79, ‘66 and even
‘50 flood™, stated Kenyon. “A good number of us have never been through
a flood situation before. We learned how to fix things in a hurry from the
wise, retired people™, he added. Approximately 80% or more of the GERT
members attended the University of Manitoba as a student, professor or
both.

Two shifts were formed, a day shift and a night shift headed by
Tom Wingrove (Geol. Eng. 1973) and Rob Kenyon respectively. The
day shift oversaw dyke maintenance, repair, reconstruction, and additional
emergency situations. The night shift monitored the dyke for emergency
situations such as leakage and erosion, and made major decisions on
whether or not some things would be left for the day.

“I remember the first night, we were going out to various ring
dykes on south St. Mary’s Road to gas up the pumps. These dykes were
built 15 feet high, with approximately 15 pumps inside the dyke itself to
protect the homes, not counting the sump pumps in basements”, reflected

The following is a list of some of the U of M Engineering graduates
who were involved in the Manitoba flood.

Rob Kenyon Larry Whitney
Tom Wingrove Doug McNeil
Tom Crilly Don Kingerski
Mark Jamieson Rob Deighton
Clark Hyrhoruk Bill Wiesner
Darren Yarechewski Al Kohuska
Jeff Tutkaluk Frank Penner
Ken Skafifeld Alf Dyregrov
Bert Smith Jim Graham
Rob Mclean James Blatz
Colin Jaura Jerry Comeau



