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CGS Luncheon Presentation
Tailings failure case studies, statistics and failure modes

Presented by:
Chad LePoudre, p.Eng.
Vice-President — Geoscience & Materials Testing, SNC-Lavalin

Presentation Abstract:

Public concern over safety of tailings dam facilities is growing as
recent tailings dam failures in British Columbia (Canada), in 2014,
Buenavista del Cobre, Sonora (Mexico) in 2014 and Bento Rodrigues
(Brazil) in 2015, have resulted a significant impact to people and the
environment. Breaching of tailings dams often results in the sudden
release of water and sediments (tailings). These recent events, while
highly publicized, are not isolated or particularly unique
occurrences. Global record of historical events shows that
consequences following these failures have been significant and in
some instances catastrophic. Consequences of historical events
included loss of life, changes in fluvial geomorphology and slope
stability, widespread contamination resulting in loss of terrestrial and
aquatic habitat, as well as legal repercussions and lack of public
confidence. This presentation will give an overview of several case
studies, the empirical statistics of tailings dam failures as well as the
root causes of failure, and a brief introduction into Dam Safety
Management Systems.

Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2018

Time: Lunch at 12:00 PM, Presentation at 12:20 PM
Location: Holiday Inn South, 1330 Pembina Highway
RSVP: 12:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, 2018

For event information:
Dylan Stafford, E.I.T.
CGS Manitoba Section - Liaison
P: 204-474-8072
E: student.liaison@cgsmanitoba.ca

For payment information:
Earl Marvin De Guzman, M.Sc., E.I.T.
CGS Manitoba Section - Treasurer
E: treasurer@cgsmanitoba.ca

About the Presenter:

Mr. D. Chad LePoudre, P.Eng., is the Vice-President of Geoscience
& Materials Testing at SNC-Lavalin in Saskatoon (previously MDH
Engineered Solutions). He has 15 years’ experience overseeing
many geotechnical and geoenvironmental projects, and 10 years of
non-technical roles in construction, sales, management and finance,
which contributed to his experience in business and project
management. Mr. LePoudre is also a board member and Past
President of the Canadian Dam Association, actively involved in
several committees working to advance guidance for dams and
tailings dams. Mr. LePoudre also teaches many workshops on dam
inspection, dam and tailings safety management systems, slope
stability analysis, and conducting Dam Safety Reviews in compliance
with CDA guidance.

Registration Fee (debit, credit, PayPal):
Registration and

Membership Price ($) Payment Link'?2
CGS Student Member 15 Buy.Now
Student Non-member 20 Buy Now.)

CGS Member 25 Buy.Now-..)

Non-member 30 Buy-Now-)

1 This will redirect you to pay via debit, credit, or PayPal.
2 Receipts are automatically sent to your email address.

* This event qualifies for 1 Professional Development Hour. The event is classified as 'Informal Activity' under EGM’s CPD Program.
o Please note that if you are unable to attend, someone else can be sent in your place. We are accepting walk-ins depending on seating availability.
* If you wish to be added to the mailing list, please send an email to cgs.manitoba@gmail.com
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